
Constitution of 4 October 1958 
 

(This text incorporates the modifications introduced by the Constitutional revision passed by 

Congress on July 21, 2008.) 

 

(…) 

 

Article 1 

 

(2) Statutes shall promote equal access by women and men to elective offices and posts as 

well as to professional and social positions. 

 

(…) 

 

Article 3 

 

National sovereignty shall vest in the people, who shall exercise it through their 

representatives and by means of referendum. 

 

No section of the people nor any individual may arrogate to itself, or to himself, the exercise 

thereof. 

 

Suffrage may be direct or indirect as provided for by the Constitution. It shall always be 

universal, equal and secret. 

 

All French citizens of either sex who have reached their majority and are in possession of 

their civil and political rights may vote as provided for by statute. 

 

Article 4 

 

Political parties and groups shall contribute to the exercise of suffrage. They shall be formed 

and carry on their activities freely. They shall respect the principles of national sovereignty 

and democracy. 

 

They shall contribute to the implementation of the principle set out in the second paragraph 

of article 1 as provided for by statute. 

 

Statutes guarantee the pluralistic expression of opinions and the equitable participation of 

political parties and groups in the democratic life of the Nation. 

 


