CONSTITUTION OF THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC
(1947, amended 2007) (excerpts)

(.)

Art. 3
All citizens have equal social dignity and are equal before the law, without distinction of sex,
race, language, religion, political opinion, personal and social conditions.

It is the duty of the Republic to remove those obstacles of an economic or social nature which
constrain the freedom and equality of citizens, thereby impeding the full development of the
human person and the effective participation of all workers in the political, economic and
social organisation of the country.

(.)

Art. 7

The State and the Catholic Church are independent and sovereign, each within its own
sphere. Their relations are regulated by the Lateran pacts. Amendments to such Pacts which
are accepted by both parties shall not require the procedure of constitutional amendments.

Art. 8

All religious denominations are equally free before the law. Denominations other than
Catholicism have the right to self-organisation according to their own statutes, provided these
do not conflict with Italian law. Their relations with the State are regulated by law, based on
agreements with their respective representatives.

(.

Art. 19

Anyone is entitled to freely profess their religious belief in any form, individually or with
others, and to promote them and celebrate rites in public or in private, provided they are not
offensive to public morality.

Art. 20

No special limitation or tax burden may be imposed on the establishment, legal capacity or
activities of any organisation on the ground of its religious nature or its religious or
confessional aims.

(.)



