
CONSTITUTION OF IRELAND  
 

Enacted by the People 1st July, 1937,  

as amended 2013 

 

(…) 

 

ARTICLE 2 

It is the entitlement and birth right of every person born in the island of Ireland, which 

includes its islands and seas, to be part of the Irish Nation. That is also the entitlement of all 

persons otherwise qualified in accordance with law to be citizens of Ireland. 

 

Furthermore, the Irish nation cherishes its special affinity with people of Irish ancestry living 

abroad who share its cultural identity and heritage. 

 

 

ARTICLE 3 

 

1 It is the firm will of the Irish Nation, in harmony and friendship, to unite all the people who 

share the territory of the island of Ireland, in all the diversity of their identities and traditions, 

recognising that a united Ireland shall be brought about only by peaceful means with the 

consent of a majority of the people, democratically expressed, in both jurisdictions in the 

island. Until then, the laws enacted by the Parliament established by this Constitution shall 

have the like area and extent of application as the laws enacted by the Parliament that existed 

immediately before the coming into operation of this Constitution. 

 

2 Institutions with executive powers and functions that are shared between those jurisdictions 

may be established by their respective responsible authorities for stated purposes and may 

exercise powers and functions in respect of all or any part of the island. 

 

(…) 

 

ARTICLE 9 

1  

1° On the coming into operation of this Constitution any person who was a citizen of Saorstát 

Éireann immediately before the coming into operation of this Constitution shall become and 

be a citizen of Ireland. 

 

2° The future acquisition and loss of Irish nationality and citizenship shall be determined in 

accordance with law. 

 

3° No person may be excluded from Irish nationality and citizenship by reason of the sex of 

such person. 

 

2  

1° Notwithstanding any other provision of this Constitution, a person born in the island of 

Ireland, which includes its islands and seas, who does not have, at the time of the birth of that 

person, at least one parent who is an Irish citizen or entitled to be an Irish citizen is not 

entitled to Irish citizenship or nationality, unless provided for by law. 

 



2° This section shall not apply to persons born before the date of the enactment of this 

section, 

 

3 Fidelity to the nation and loyalty to the State are fundamental political duties of all citizens. 


