
CONSTITUTION ACT of CANADA, 1982  

PART I 

CANADIAN CHARTER OF RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS 

 Whereas Canada is founded upon principles that recognize the supremacy of God and 

the rule of law: 

GUARANTEE OF RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS 

Marginal note:Rights and freedoms in Canada 

1. The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms guarantees the rights and freedoms 

set out in it subject only to such reasonable limits prescribed by law as can be 

demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society. 

FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS 

Marginal note:Fundamental freedoms 

2. Everyone has the following fundamental freedoms: 

 (a) freedom of conscience and religion; 

 (b) freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expression, including freedom of the 

press and other media of communication; 

 (c) freedom of peaceful assembly; and 

 (d) freedom of association. 

 

(…) 

 

EQUALITY RIGHTS 

Marginal note:Equality before and under law and equal protection and benefit of law 

 15. (1) Every individual is equal before and under the law and has the 

right to the equal protection and equal benefit of the law without 

discrimination and, in particular, without discrimination based on race, national 

or ethnic origin, colour, religion, sex, age or mental or physical disability. 

 Marginal note:Affirmative action programs 

(2) Subsection (1) does not preclude any law, program or activity that has as 

its object the amelioration of conditions of disadvantaged individuals or groups 

including those that are disadvantaged because of race, national or ethnic 

origin, colour, religion, sex, age or mental or physical disability.   

 


